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To prevent a disaster in Ukraine West and East must work together
The situation in Ukraine demands urgent action. There is the real risk that violence
escalates, the economy collapses, and a disintegration of the country is not out off
the question. A terrible scenario for a country right in the centre of Europe,
unimaginable a few weeks ago. We have little time left to grasp what is at stake.
We must avoid a disaster. Internal Ukrainian political camps face stalemate and are
probably unable to find a solution without the support of international partners. The
US, the Russian Federation and the EU must bring together all political forces in
Ukraine to initiate a constructive dialogue to prevent conflict, in everybody’s interest.
We need a roundtable under the auspices of the international community, of East
and West.
Ukraine should become an example of cooperation of the West and the Russian
Federation. The international community must act before it is too late.
If we remain spectators, we will not only be responsible for harm to economic welfare
and human lives in Ukraine, we will also bear the consequences, which will be
severe for all of Ukraine’s neighbours.
There has been a rapid deterioration of the situation – a political solution is vital.
Ukraine’s neighbours and partners have to be voices of reason and reconciliation to
prevent further escalation.
It is accepted wisdom that East and West need to cooperate to tackle global
challenges. Ukraine – a country that has been outside the focus of many political
debates – is now one of these challenges.
The time for ‘Ukraine fatigue’ is over. Ukraine’s citizens deserve the support of the
international community to help political leaders find a compromise.
100 years after the beginning of the First World War, let us show that we have
understood the importance of peace and show willingness to prevent aggression
from prevailing over the right of Ukrainian citizens to a peaceful life.
This is not a time for zero-sum games.
And it is no time to settle scores for Vilnius. The EU must move beyond its
disappointment. The Russian Federation can use its influence, the US can bring its
leverage to facilitate a solution.

This is the time to embrace Ukraine and Ukrainians, not abandon them.
It is time for everyone involved to take responsibility.
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